Church challenged to speak out against xenophobia and Afrophobia
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When Pope Leo XIV emerged from the balcony of St Peter’s Basilica on May 8, 2025 as the 267th Pope of the Roman Catholic Church, he gave a greeting and a speech that defined his prophetic mission as a Christian leader:
 “Peace be with you all! 
“Dear brothers and sisters, these are the first words spoken by the risen Christ, the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for God’s flock. I would like this greeting of peace to resound in your hearts, in your families, among all people, wherever they may be, in every nation and throughout the world. Peace be with you!
“It is the peace of the risen Christ. A peace that is unarmed and disarming, humble and persevering. A peace that comes from God, the God who loves us all, unconditionally.”
Speaking at the advent of the Middle East conflict, the Pope in his prophetic mission to the world, took the bull by its horn by slaying the dragon, that monstrous destroyer of cultures and nations that is never satisfied with the blood of the vulnerable poor. 
The Holy Father condemned the genocidal butchering of women and child, blatant disregard for international law, war mongering and violence against the vulnerable poor. He was by true to the Petrine office, as the vicar of Christ, speaking truth to power and strengthening the brethren. 
Pope Leo has shown himself to be a prophet of peace, who is not afraid to speak out against his country of origin. He is not a politician but a proclaimer of the Gospel. He is bridge-builder and a peace crusader who condemns violence and war from all sides. 
He is a model Christian leader in a world that is ravaged by wars in Sudan, Ukraine and Russia and the Middle East. He speaks out against the oppressive and tyrannical powers that control the narrative of influence in the media. 
He is also a model Christian leader for our country that is being exposed as corrupt to the core by the Madlanga Commission. 
There is also the reemergence of violence against African foreign nationals which is a manifestation of Afrophobia. This Xenophobia and Afrophobia has a damaging effect on our black consciousness and dignity of the African child. 
For African Christians, it is important to acknowledge our being one as a family and as a continent. The emerging conversations about how South Africans we treated in exile, do not contribute to the united African diaspora utopia. 
The leadership of Pope Leo is challenging the Church to speak out against Xenophobia and Afrophobia, because after all, we are our brother’s keeper. 
The refusal to recognise your brother and sister in other Africans, will not lead to job creation and access to the quality education and health. Instead, it will create a division that has kept Africa backward. 
Therefore, criminality that is attributed to citizens and non-citizens has to be dealt with according to the law of the land. Government and civil society must deal with criminality as a matter of urgency without personalising crime and stereotyping. 
The blame game that is playing itself out in the Xenophobia discourse will not lead to a healthy resolution of the service delivery imperatives that are the crux of the matter. Africans must unite particularly in the context of Christianity, in order to create a new African society that is progressive and restorative. 
The leadership of Pope Leo in these critical times, calls for the Church to speak the truth of Gospel in the public square. This truth of the Gospel is spoken with a calm and determined tone that will not be deterred by the vicious attacks from the elite and powerful voices. 
The Church in preaching the Peace of Christ, she does not take sides in the debates of the day. The Peace of Christ, calls for dialogue and negotiation. The Peace of Christ, will not be given to the world in a violent and dominating way. 
The gift of the peace of Christ comes to us as a vulnerable presence of the crucified Lord who rose from the dead. It comes to us in the wounded Christ, who showed His wounds to Thomas. 
In these critical times, let us allow the Holy Spirit to lead Church leaders under the influence of the life St Francis of Assisi to lead us to the Peace of Christ.
The Peace of Christ begins with our own conversion. In the words of Mahatma Ghandi, ‘if you want to change the world, start with yourself.’
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