NMB Church leadership urges residents to register to vote 
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Nelson Mandela Bay is a city we love. It is also a city in deep distress. 
Too many communities live daily with broken services, failing infrastructure, unsafe streets, weak accountability and a loss of confidence in public leadership. 
Many have concluded that voting changes nothing.
That feeling must be taken seriously. Voter apathy is not laziness. Often it is disappointment, fatigue and protest. 
People have witnessed first-hand corruption, poor governance and the slow decline of services that should protect human dignity. They ask: why should I vote again?
The answer is simple: not voting does not punish bad leadership. It protects it. 
When citizens withdraw, their voice is removed from the public square. Their anger remains, but their influence disappears. 
By not voting, we silence our own voice and give away our ability to help shape the future of our city.
For this reason, the Nelson Mandela Bay Church Leader Network has launched a collective voter education action in preparation for the 2026 Local Government Elections on Wednesday, 4 November. 
Our message to congregations and communities is clear: your vote still matters. Do not give away your voice. Use it to build a better community.
This initiative is rooted in our Christian faith, but it is offered in service of the whole city. 
The Bible is permeated with God’s concern for justice, for the poor, for the marginalised and for the conditions that allow communities to flourish. 
Scripture repeatedly links good governance with the wellbeing of society. A just ruler is not a luxury. Just leadership creates space for peace, fairness, service and human dignity.
Churches therefore cannot be indifferent when the vulnerable suffer most from broken local government. 
When water systems fail, when roads decay, when refuse is not collected, when corruption steals resources meant for communities, it is the poor, the elderly, children, workers and small businesses who carry the heaviest burden. 
Voter education is one practical way in which churches can seek the welfare of the city and work for justice, accountability and the common good.
At the same time, we are absolutely clear about what this campaign is not. 
The church and its leaders, including the clergy,  must remain non-partisan.
 We do not endorse, promote or oppose any political party or candidate. We do not tell members who to vote for. 
Church leaders are not politicians, and the contest between political parties is best left to those who choose that vocation.
Our task is different. We encourage eligible voters to register, to understand the election, to think carefully and to vote responsibly. 
We urge people to look for ethical leadership, integrity, competence, accountability, a proven track record and a genuine willingness to serve the community. Voting is not about trusting politicians blindly. It is about taking responsibility.
The first urgent message is registration. If you are not registered, you cannot vote. 
Voters must also be registered where they live, because in local government elections you vote in the ward connected to your place of ordinary residence. 
Those who have moved must check and update their details. Eligible voters can register online, check their registration status and confirm their voting station through the Electoral Commission’s online platforms.
This is especially important before proclamation of the election. Once the election is officially proclaimed, the voters’ roll for this election closes. 
Our churches are therefore urging all eligible voters to check their registration immediately and to assist others, especially elderly people, first-time voters and those without easy internet access.
Our campaign is organised in a simple weekly rhythm. Every Wednesday, pastors receive a short action step for communication during the coming weekend’s services. 
Each Sunday has a clear theme, beginning with registration and then moving into voter education: the two votes in local government elections, the ward vote and the proportional representation vote; the secrecy of the ballot; voting as accountability; track records rather than empty promises; including young voters; and practical preparation for election day.
Young people deserve special attention. Many feel alienated from politics and unconvinced that institutions hear them. 
We say to them with respect: do not give away your voice. Withdrawal gives power to others. Participation is not naïve trust; it is responsible citizenship.
We are also asking churches to use social media wisely. Each pastor is encouraged to appoint a suitable media person in the congregation to share the weekly voter education message on Facebook, Instagram and congregational WhatsApp groups. 
Graphics and short messages have been designed and supplied. 
Members are encouraged to share them further on their own pages and family groups. In a city where information often travels through trusted relationships, this is an important part of the campaign.
If many congregations repeat the same clear, non-partisan message week after week, we can help rebuild public responsibility. 
We can remind our communities that cynicism is understandable, but surrender is dangerous.
Nelson Mandela Bay does not need silence. 
It needs citizens who care enough to participate. 
Your vote is your voice. 
Do not give away your voice. 
Use it to build a better community.
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