Do not let anyone steal your future from you
Mark Beale
Across our schools and communities, many young people are facing challenges that threaten their education, well-being, and future success. 
Bullying, drug and alcohol abuse, teenage pregnancies, gangsterism, violence, peer pressure, and a lack of discipline are becoming increasingly common. Behind these visible problems are often deeper struggles such as emotional trauma, low self-esteem, hopelessness, and a lack of positive role models.
As a community of faith, we cannot ignore these realities. The future of our nation depends on the choices our young people make today. When learners become trapped in destructive behaviours, the consequences extend far beyond the individual. Families suffer, schools become unsafe, communities weaken, and opportunities for a brighter future are lost.
The Bible reminds us in Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it." 
This scripture highlights the responsibility we all share in guiding and supporting the next generation.
Through our Moral Regeneration Outreach to Schools programme, we seek to restore hope, moral values, discipline, self-worth, and positive decision-making among learners.
 We believe every child deserves a safe environment, encouragement, guidance, and the opportunity to become a responsible and productive citizen.
Our outreach team visits schools to engage learners through motivational talks, awareness campaigns, assemblies, workshops, and interactive discussions. The focus is not only on addressing harmful behaviours but also on empowering young people to make wise choices and pursue meaningful goals.
Key topics covered include anti-bullying, anti-drug awareness, anti-gangsterism, gender-based violence awareness, teenage pregnancy prevention, leadership development, and the importance of respect and discipline. Learners are encouraged to build self-confidence, value themselves and others, focus on their education, and develop a vision for their future.
One of the most important lessons we teach is that every choice has consequences. The Bible clearly states in Galatians 6:7, "Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows." Every decision we make today shapes the life we will experience tomorrow.
I often share a story that illustrates this principle. A few years ago, South Africa was playing Australia in a rugby match. The Springboks were awarded a penalty, and the responsibility fell on Manie Libbok to take the kick. 
As he prepared, the stadium became silent. Then an elderly gentleman sitting behind me stood up and repeatedly shouted, "Maak Seker!" ("Make sure!").
The words were loud enough that even the kicker looked around.
Fortunately, the kick sailed through the posts. But that moment left me with a powerful message for young people: "Maak seker." 
Make sure that the decisions you make are the right ones. Make sure that your friends are helping you move forward and not dragging you backwards. Make sure that your actions today are building the future you want tomorrow.
Some choices lead to victory. Others can leave scars that last a lifetime.
In a world where negative influences are everywhere, young people need more than information; they need hope, purpose, and guidance. This is where the church has an important role to play.
The church provides spiritual guidance, mentorship, emotional support, and a sense of belonging. 
Through Christian values, we teach compassion, accountability, integrity, responsibility, and respect for human life. Most importantly, we teach that every person has value and purpose because they were created by God.
Jeremiah 29:11 reminds us of God's heart for every young person: "For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future."
Many young people today are searching for meaning and direction. Spiritual support helps them understand that they are not defined by their circumstances, mistakes, or backgrounds. Through faith, they can discover resilience, healing, and the courage to overcome challenges.
Our aim is not to force religion on anyone but to provide holistic support that addresses the mind, emotions, behaviour, and spirit. We want learners to know that there is always hope, regardless of the difficulties they may face.
However, this responsibility does not belong to schools or churches alone. Real change requires partnership. Parents, teachers, pastors, community leaders, social workers, businesses, NGOs, government departments, and law enforcement agencies all have a role to play.
When communities work together, resources can be shared, support services can be strengthened, and young people can receive the guidance they need before problems become crises. Through joint awareness campaigns, youth development programmes, mentorship initiatives, counselling services, and community outreach events, we can build stronger support systems for our children.
The Bible encourages us in Ecclesiastes 4:9, "Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labour." Working together multiplies our impact and helps create lasting change.
As a church and community, let us continue investing in our youth. Let us speak life where there is hopelessness, offer guidance where there is confusion, and provide support where there is struggle.
The future of our communities sits in our classrooms today.
Let us encourage every young person to remember this simple but powerful message:
"Do not let anyone steal your future from you. Make sure the choices you make today lead you toward the future God has planned for you."
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