We, the people, should be doing more to care for each other 
Gail Charalambous 
On Good Friday we decided to take a slow drive around Stanley Street, Rink Street around Park Drive, into How Avenue and the car park in Settlers Park. 
We did not stop – just a slow drive around the parking lot. 
On exiting the park, a very angry rage-filled homeless man hurled a rock at our car. Fortunately, it missed the passenger window, but caused substantial damage to the roof. 
It was a very unsettling experience, and remains a lingering, painful and thought-provoking incident.
Our beloved city, much like Settlers Park is in need of an urgent intervention. The grass needs cutting, verges need attention, pavements have been turned into squatter camps by the homeless. Hunger, and unemployment and crime are out of control. 
This mess is caused by a crumbling infrastructure, a divided metro beset by infighting, corruption and a lack of political will.
We all know that unemployment leads to crime, yet we insist on “sweeping” the pavements of homeless people when our focus should be on addressing why they are living on the streets.
Employing the services of the defence force is also not the answer to crime prevention. 
It is a short term solution – in fact it is akin to putting a piece of plaster over a festering wound! Instead, we desperately need a culture of change that will encourage confidence in investment in the metro, which in turn will promote job creation, alongside social development projects that will drive change by encouraging initiatives like community food gardens and homeless and mental health shelters alongside clinics that are well stocked and managed by staff who care about the welfare and wellbeing of everyone
The Church, Civil Society and the Metro, in a spirit of co-operation should work together in creating projects like the Homeboy Industries. Founded by Father Greg Boyle, it is a renowned community initiative in the United States where former gang members work together baking and selling bread, thus transforming their lives through employment, training and therapy.
People need employment, affordable housing and an infrastructure that works.
We need a functioning metro made up of councillors who will look beyond how much they personally stand to gain, to unselfishly attend to the needs of the people.
We also need caring and inclusive church communities who are challenged to address the imbalances in society by addressing issues of social justice especially economic inequality, racial and gender injustices as well as environmental justice. 
A fundamental role of the church is to be the conscience of society – its primary function is to spread love, encourage dialogue, create awareness about economic justice addressing the impact of poverty on families and how all of this impacts on mental health issues, well as gender based violence and racial inequality. 
In order for the Church to be effective in society it should never operate by solely pushing a narrative of repentance while ignoring the hurt, grief, pain, aguish caused by corruption, rampant theft of state resources and despots.
Saint Oscar Romero asked, “a Church that doesn’t provoke any crises, a gospel that does not unsettle, a word of God that does not get under anyone’s skin, a word of God that does not touch the real sin of society in which it is being proclaimed – what gospel is that?”
Church leaders, elders and congregants, we have got to be better.
Over and over again we need to remind ourselves, and others, the need to feed the poor, speak out against injustice, encourage and uplift the downhearted, welcome the stranger and care about people who are cast aside simply forgotten.
They are believers and unbelievers alike – people who live in suburbs, the inner city, townships, informal settlements and the pavement. 
They can be found in our churches, mosques, synagogues and many other places of worship.
They are us. We, the people. 
We need to set aside our prejudice, suspicions, hostilities and fears by encouraging religious groups, civil society, and politicians just for once to set aside their differences and to creatively working towards playing a fundamental role in transforming our metro.
There is so much happening in the world that grieves and troubles us
Times that are saturated with alarm, reaction, and sometimes even dread
When your gospel message of peace is challenged by world leaders
The man rushing at our car, brick in hand is a result of hunger, desperation, a broken spirit living with untreated mental health issues.
“Lord Your word has assured us that You have given us a spirit not of fear but a spirit of power and love.
“Create in me (all of us) a clean heart, O God and renew a right spirit within me (us).”
Excerpt of Prayer written by Professor Ian Wiseman
We, the people, all people from the pavement to the boardroom to the council chamber need to be better about taking care of each other. 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me:" Psalm 51:10.
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