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In the streets of Gqeberha, the realities of hunger, unemployment, and environmental degradation are not distant issues – they are daily encounters. 
For many, these challenges are overwhelming, layered, and deeply personal. For me, the turning point came not through statistics or reports, but through a personal moment I could not ignore.
On my drive to church one morning, I saw a woman rummaging through rubbish on my street. She was desperate. 
Beside her stood her child, and in a moment that has never left me, she handed her child a half-eaten apple, which he ate eagerly. 
In that moment, something shifted within me. That woman could be me. I saw life through her eyes that morning and I could not look away.
As Christians, we are called not only to see these realities but to respond. Scripture reminds us in Proverbs 14:31, “Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honours God.” 
This is an active call. Our faith must move beyond words into tangible, practical expressions of love.
This conviction led to the birth of the Re-Trade Project – a dignity-through-exchange programme designed to restore worth, purpose, and opportunity. 
The need we are addressing is not just hunger. It is dignity. It is the intersection of poverty, unemployment, and environmental crisis – where waste and want exist side by side. 
Rather than offering handouts, which can sometimes reinforce cycles of dependency, Re-Trade creates a system where individuals participate, contribute, and earn.
The model is simple but powerful. Individuals are invited to collect recyclable waste – plastic, cardboard, glass – and bring it to our recycling centre. 
There, they learn to sort and process materials, gaining both knowledge and skills. In return, they receive points which can be exchanged in our trading store for essential items such as food, toiletries, clothing, and blankets.
This system shifts the narrative. People are no longer recipients of charity – they are active participants in their own provision. 
It restores dignity by affirming that everyone has something to contribute. It also addresses environmental concerns by reducing waste and encouraging responsible stewardship of resources.
Our belief plays a central role in this work. Jesus teaches us in Matthew 25:40, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
To love God is to love people. And to love people is to care deeply about their physical, emotional, and environmental wellbeing.
We also recognise that stewardship of creation is a spiritual responsibility. The earth is not ours to exploit – it is entrusted to us to care for. 
Faith and environmental care are deeply intertwined.
When we engage in recycling, when we reduce waste. When we clean our communities, we are honouring that responsibility. 
Importantly, while the practical work meets immediate needs, the spiritual element provides lasting hope. 
Food can fill a stomach for a day, but purpose fills a life. When individuals engage in Re-Trade, they are seen, known, and respected. 
They become part of a community where dignity is restored and hope is rekindled.
The church has a unique role to play in this space. While government structures and policies are important, the responsibility to care for the poor and vulnerable ultimately rests with us believers. 
We are called to be the hands and feet of Christ – to step into broken spaces and bring restoration. When the church moves beyond the walls of buildings and into the streets, transformation happens.
Re-Trade is a model that we believe can be strengthened through collaboration. 
There are many ways for individuals, churches, and organisations to get involved. 
Each role, no matter how small it may seem, contributes to a larger impact. Together, we create a system where waste is reduced, needs are met, and dignity is restored.
Join our clean-up crews, and help to restore beauty and health to our environment. 
Or volunteer your time and skills in our recycling centre or trading store. 
Social media advocates help us spread awareness, while food fundraisers ensure that our shelves remain stocked. 
We also host primary school tours, educating the next generation about sustainability, responsibility, and compassion.
The vision is to inspire a shift in how we, as a church, respond to poverty and environmental challenges. It is about moving from charity to empowerment, from excess to stewardship, from indifference to action.
James 2:17 reminds us, “Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 
Through initiatives like the Re-Trade Project, faith becomes visible. Not in grand gestures, but in consistent, practical acts of love.
The woman I saw on the street that day represented a reality we cannot ignore. But she also represents an opportunity for the church to rise, to respond, and to lead by example.
When we choose to act; when we choose to care; and when we choose to serve, we reflect the heart of God in the most powerful way possible.
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