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Many Christians wrestle with a simple yet profound question: What is my role in God’s plan? 
For some, going to church becomes a weekly routine—attending, listening, and leaving. 
But Scripture reminds us that the church is not a building. It is a living body, and every believer is a vital part of it (1 Corinthians 12:27).
Maybe it is time to pause, reflect, and rediscover the unique purpose God has placed within each of us.
Beyond the four walls: Jesus never intended His movement to be confined to a location. He called His followers to be “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13–16).
That means the real work of the church continues in homes, workplaces, schools, and neighbourhoods. The early church lived with that conviction — and communities were transformed. 
Today’s church can recover that same fire when every believer steps into their calling.
Figures from the recent Lausanne Conference held in Korea reminded us that churches are made up of 99% congregants and 1% pastoral staff. 
Dallas Willard tells us that we only spend 3% of our time in the churches and 97% of our time in our communities or workplace. Surely the time has arrived for us to focus our time and energy on the 99% or 97%. 
Brian Helsby, former National Director of Youth for Christ in South Africa, in his book God’s Love Stories, shares an important insight: “ I set out to use my influence to encourage centres around South Africa who were mainly focused on evangelism and discipleship to see from scripture that our work should involve (socio-economic) justice ministries as well.”
Brain’s statement inspired Transformation Christian Network (TCN) to become more involved in the role that church congregants could place in leading kingdom initiatives in Nelson Mandela Bay. 
Thus, the city-wide dialogue initiatives were successfully launched at the St. Georges’ Club in Bird Street in April 2025. 
The attendees and invitees were made up of 16% pastors and 84% congregants. Not quite in line with the 97% and 99% percentages, but a good start. 
We really believe that pastors should continue to place the role of evangelism or discipleship and prepare their congregants to be the salt and light of their communities while the congregants should be more focused on the socio-economic influence of their communities and the marketplaces.
The gifts God has placed in you: Every believer is uniquely equipped with spiritual gifts —encouragement, teaching, service, leadership, mercy, and more (Romans 12:6–8; 1 Corinthians 12:4–11). 
These gifts aren’t for personal recognition; they’re for building up others and strengthening the church.
Not sure where you fit? Pray for clarity. Ask trusted leaders and friends what they see in you. Consider doing a spiritual gifts assessment through your church. Often, the areas where you experience joy while serving, point toward your calling.
Then, put those gifts to work mentor a teen, lead a small group, serve a neighbour, visit the sick, pray with someone who’s struggling. No act of service is too small in the hands of God.
Your circles of influence: Dallas Willard, in The Divine Conspiracy, invites us to see our everyday lives as the primary arena of discipleship (cf. Colossians 1:27). 
Start with your circles of influence — family, friends, workplace, and community.  Ask:
Where is Jesus inviting me to follow Him right now?
What does He want me to do in each circle?
If people looked at your life in these spaces, would they see Jesus — His compassion, integrity, humility, and hope?
From spectator to participant: Imagine the impact if every believer took their calling seriously.
Families would be strengthened, workplaces infused with integrity, neighbourhoods lit with hope. 
The church would be known not only for Sunday gatherings, but for the daily witness of God’s people living out the gospel.
So, ask yourself: Am I simply attending church, or am I joining God’s mission? 
Pray. Reflect. Seek counsel. Then step forward. 
The Spirit has equipped you. The Word has guided you, and the church stands with you.
You are not called to be a spectator—you are called to participate fully in God’s redeeming work.
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