Our greatest treasure is our youth – they need the church’s support 
Lubabalo Mguda 
It is a well-known fact that South Africa is a country very rich in minerals. Let it be known that it is also rich in young people. 
South African youth are the best in the world in terms of artistic creativity and sporting prowess. 
They invented “amapiano,” South Africa’s dance music which is played on dance floors all over the world. 
In the world of sport, South African youth are winners in rugby, cricket, athletics, swimming and soccer. We have raw talent that when developed can conquer that world. 
When we look back in history, it is the young South Africans who pushed back hard against the apartheid regime. The resistance movement included the likes of Bantu Stephen Biko, who was murdered at a very young age. 
In the eighties, it was the youth who led the fight against a military and a police state. 
Yet, for some reason, as a country, we tend towards being overcritical and negative when we think of our young people today. 
They are characterized as obnoxious and weird, entitled and demanding, particularly the current generation of “ama -2000”’ (those born after 2000). 
South African youth is, therefore, underrated and underdeveloped.
Over the past 30 years, the youth have been politically weaponized rather than being economically empowered. 
The formation of new political parties has focused on the youth vote, which they have captured.
But the plight of young people has not changed. 
The education system that the 1976 youth fought against because it was designed to make them “hewers of wood and drawers of water” continues unabated under a different name and a different government. 
This exposes the uneducated youth of our country to be vulnerable victims of the glamorization of alcohol and drugs. 
They are targeted by big corporations with aggressive advertising and commercial marketing campaigns that consider them as mere consumers in materialist and secularist society. 
Big Business is supposed to develop and nurture our youth because they are the present and the future of our country.
Our youth is poor, unskilled and untrained for the economy of a country that is itself in the doldrums. 
This makes them open to quick rich schemes, crime and joining violent groups that foster belonging through crime. 
The youth themselves are victims of the gun and gender-based violence that is part of the landscape of a society that has lost its bearings. 
The challenges of our young people in South Africa are interlinked with the moral decay of our country. 
The rot of course starts at the top and as the Latin saying goes, “the corruption of the best is the worst of all.” 
The first task of the Church is to take young people very seriously by investing time and energy on them. 
Churches often spend a lot of their energies in uniform wearing groups of adults (sodalities/ imanyano) characterized with leadership squabbles and petty conflicts of control. 
The focus of these groups should be on reaching out to the poor youth of their churches, helping them to find their voice, inner strength and resilience in country that is experiencing political and economic challenges.
They can do that by boosting the self-worth and confidence of our poverty-stricken youth. 
Poverty in a culture driven by social media can strip young people of their feeling of self-worth. 
They must be helped to discover and rediscover the significance of human dignity because they are created in the image of God. 
Bible lessons on human dignity in Sunday schools should be tailor made for their age groups. The Church should also have a practical programme that helps them to live in dignity in the midst of their poverty challenges while they are young. 
This could be environmental clean-up campaigns as part of their love for creation. Young people should be taught to value their body as a gift from God in a world that simply sees the body as a thing to be used.
The Church should also help young people in terms of their identity, allowing for cultural and artistic expression. 
Creating opportunities for young people to tell their own stories and to read a positive history of their own communities will go a long way towards rehabilitating them. 
These platforms will give young people confidence. 
The Church as place of worship and play will create a new young person who will be able to make a contribution to the nation. 
The most difficult and complex time in young people’s lives is adolescence and young adulthood. 
This is an opportunity to help our young people through moral and character formation to become productive citizens who are able to creatively engage in society in these very tough economic times. 
The Churches should not just celebrate those who graduate from universities, but also convince young people about the importance of have trades as plumbers and electricians. 
The time has come for the church to lead society in empowering our young people. They are our greatest treasure. 
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