It is that time of the Year!

Have you heard this statement before? “Time has really flown.” The common response is: “I just cannot believe it. It seems like yesterday when we celebrated New Years’ Eve.”
The problem is that, like the scriptures say: “The summer has come, the winter has ended and we are still not saved.” The principle derived from the scriptures is that the time afforded us in both seasons has not produced the desired results.
Time and opportunity are afforded to all of us, yet let us not despair if we have not made full use of these gifts. This has been an exciting and interesting year for the country and metro. In the sporting arena we have annexed the Rugby World Cup, and the sevens Rugby trophy. Just fresh off the press is our Miss Universe. 
At a metro level, what a sad day when our heroes of the Rugby World Cup just passed the Northern areas where most of our so-called coloured people live, without stopping to see them. That was a downer, especially for a people who continuously have to fight for recognition in this metro.
In the context of our socio-political environment, wow! Not a moment of intrigue and sensation missed. We have not been spared the detail. As South Africans we are watching the retrogression of a nation. Who can forget the State Capture Commission? It is like watching a movie produced in a series format. 
Once again, the taxpayer’s money is affording us this entertainment. Unfortunately, even though we have paid our TV licences and for our electricity, we have had to endure no TV viewing for four hours at a time. What is the problem? We have a counselling session daily to load shed (excuse me for the sarcasm) some of our problems.
They include state-owned enterprises being placed under administration; Eskom putting the lights out, South African Airways battling to stay in the air; the Bosasa saga, the court cases of our ex-President Zuma, corruption on the increase, mayors in metropolitan cities resigning and being ousted through votes of no confidence. 
Political parties are in the process of major reshuffling, and the moral fibre of the community is further challenged by sex education through the Department of Education. We are not being known for hundreds of rand on wasted expenditure, we are becoming known for billions of rand on wasted expenditure. The raping of our fiscal space is an embarrassment to the struggle of the poor in our country.
They are the real victims. We do not deplete the funds of anonymous wealthy investors; we take the hard-earned taxpayer’s money. We steal from our own. Do not misunderstand me stealing on the whole is wrong and cannot be accepted. The increase of lawlessness on our roads and a new career being formed called hit–men is slowly becoming a norm in society. 
But, at the same time, Children’s parties are arranged for the previously disadvantaged communities. This is a clear sign that, in spite of where we find ourselves in this blessed and beloved city and country, we are not easily swayed to give up. We will overcome. 
Yes, it is that time of the year when we reflect on both the bad and the good!
We have to look up! Great things are born in a stable. Renowned people are the people who turn stables into palaces. Christ in your life brings you the attention you are experiencing. We will be seeing many people move into our shopping walls to spend their hard-earned money.
Yes, it is that time of the year. 
Corruption will not go by unchallenged under our watch. We have seen the positive messages sent through the community by the community policing forums in partnership with SAPS and law-enforcement agencies. We see people praying every day during their lunch times at the local law courts. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There have been the prayer marches on the Nehemiah route. Pastors in our city have started to work together to achieve a common objective – to make this a safe and secure city. We will not give up whilst our country is at the cross roads. 
The truth is that our metro that has survived worse before. Our metro may be without an executive mayor, but we are not without God. Our metro is in need of strong leaders who have the ability and the will to run the city for the good of the residents. I wish all politicians, businesses and all civil servants in the metro a Christ-filled festive season. To all my brothers and sisters in Christ, especially our leaders who have worked so wonderfully together, have a Christ – filled festive season.
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