
Categories of ideas for social restitution  

Reference  Another Country: Everyday Social Restitution – Sharlene Swartz 

Acting alongside government and 

other institutions 

 

Infrastructure and services 

• A restitution tax to eradicate the bucket 

toilet system 

• Upgrading townships through cross-

subsidising the upkeep of the suburbs 

• Accountability to end corruption 

 

Education 

• Bursaries 

• Strengthening teaching in township 

schools 

• De- and recolourising schools 

• Tutorials in communities  

 

Land and wealth redistribution 

• National referendum on land reform 

• Restitutionary finances: debt, wages, 

loans and compensation 

• A salary increase moratorium for high 

earners 

 

Employment 

• Offering training for people in affirmative 

action positions 

• Offering stakes in business, employing 

more people 

• Work experience and mentorship 

programs recognised as part of BEE 

• Local business fund and focus 

Opportunities for groups and 

individual initiatives 

 

Develop common purpose 

• Treat people with ubuntu 

• Challenge single stories and social 

perceptions 

• Learn a local language  

 

Uplift communities 

• Join boards of community organisations 

• Financially support community 

organisations 

• Get practically involved on the ground  

 

Dissolve social boundaries 

• Organise events across previous divides 

• Through property choices 

• Through youth community service  

 

Use faith spaces to bring people 

together 

• Address racial divisions in the church 

• Integrate through partnership 

• Teach about racism, equality and 

restitution  

 

Engage in dialogue 

• About race, privilege and symbolic 

violence 

• Learn our, and other African, history 

• Develop children's stories to explain the 

past  

 

Mentoring 

• Mentoring program for young people 

• Mentoring people in business 

• Sharing inheritances and assets 

• Changing your will 

• Sharing holiday homes and swimming 

pools 



10 – 10 – 10  Restitution Dialogues 
Reference  Another Country: Everyday Social Restitution – Sharlene Swartz 

 

The following are questions that could be used in implementing a social 

restitution process. The process revolves around ten people, who are different 

to each other, meeting together over ten weeks (or a few more), and having ten 

conversations as set out below. Each heading describes a necessary step in 

the envisaged process. 

 

Week 1: Establish a diverse group and have a conversation 

1. Who are we, and why are we here? 

2. What are we each going to have to do to make this group work? 

3. How will feelings of superiority and inferiority affect our conversation, and 

what can we do to overcome it in this group? 

4. What has been done so far to address the injustices of the past? 

5. What do you think will happen to South Africa if nothing more is done about 

the past? 

 

Week 2: Discuss how you see South Africa 

1. What are the things in our country that make us despair, and what brings us 

hope? 

2. In the future, what kind of South Africa do we want to be living in? 

3. How far away are we from this vision of the future, and why is this so? 

 

Week 3: Talk about the effects of  past injustice on the present 

1. How has each of us been affected by South Africa's past history of injustice? 

2. In what ways does the past still affect you today? 

3. Why is remembering the past important? 

 

Week 4: Discuss the meaning of restitution and its potential 

1. What does the term 'restitution mean to you? 

2. How do you respond to the two analogies of a stolen bicycle and an unlevel 

soccer field that try to describe what has happened in South Africa? 

3. What kind of things still need to be done to make restitution for the past? 

 

Week 5: Discuss the difference between charity and restitution 

1. What is the difference between charity and restitution, and why is this 

difference important? 

2. What examples of restitution could we as a group consider doing? 

3. How are these actions different to charity? 



 

Week 6: Locate all participants in the conversation about injustice 

1. How would you label yourself with regard to the past? 

2. How is this exercise helpful or unhelpful, and which labels are easy or difficult 

to talk about? 

3. How should the role of people calling themselves victims, perpetrators, 

bystanders, resisters and beneficiaries differ in restitution? 

4. How should Black and White South Africans' roles in restitution differ? 

 

Week 7: Discuss ideas for action to restore our damaged humanity 

1. What acts of restitution could we implement in each of the areas of 

remembering, restoring dignity, offering opportunity, and fostering belonging? 

2. What are our practical plans for each of these actions? 

3. What happens if we cant agree on what must be done? 

 

Week 8: Make a plan for implementing and evaluating your ideas 

1. How are we going to implement our plans, and by when? 

2. How will we know when we have reached our goals for restitution, in this 

group, in South Africa? 

3. Do we need to take a break in meeting to talk until we have done something 

concrete in terms of social restitution? 

4. When will we next meet? 

 

Week 9: Discuss attitudes needed for restitution and obstacles that might 

arise 

1. What attitudes do we need to have, and work on in this group, in order to 

make progress in restitution? 

2. What gets in the way of people making restitution? 

3. What lessons are we learning so far when it comes to restitution? 

 

Week 10: Make plans for an ongoing project 

1. What new stories can we begin to tell about restitution in South Africa? 

How do we want to continue after this meeting? 

 

 


